
I. What is Theory?
A. Helps to make sense of known facts and can be tested against new facts
B. Tentative answers to common questions about events & behavior
C. Statements about relationship between actual events
D. Abstract effort to explain situations, feelings, experience, behavior, etc
II. Types of Criminological Theories 
A. Criminology: the study of the entire process of lawmaking, lawbreaking and law enforcing (Sutherland)
B. Two major types of theories based on above definition
1. Theories of making and enforcing criminal law
a. How and why certain behaviors are defined as criminal
b. Social, political, economic factors impact creation of laws, admin decisions and implementation of laws in the CJ system
2. Theories of criminal and deviant behavior 
a. Attempt to explain why legal & social norms are violated 
b. Address variations in rates of crime/deviance on a group level
c. Address why some individuals are more likely to commit criminal acts
d. Macro/social structural/epidemiological theories: address broader differences across societies or larger groups
e. Micro/processual/individual conduct theories: focus on small group or individual differences
f. Theories are not strictly structural or processual, but will emphasize one 
C. Other classifications of theories (may overlap)
1. Biological theories: explain crime with genetic, chemical, neuro or physiological factors  
2. Psychological theories: explain crime based on personality, emotional disturbance, psychological traits
3. Social psychological theories: explain crime according to behavior, self and cognitive factors within a group context
4. Sociological theories: explain crime according to cultural, structural and sociodemographic factors
III. Criteria for Evaluating Theory 
A. Empirical Validity: the extent to which a theory can be verified or refuted with scientific evidence
1. Theories rarely entirely true or entirely false
B. Internal Logical Consistency: theory should have clearly defined concepts that are logically stated and internally consistent 
C. Scope: the range of phenomenon that are explained (by the theory)
D. Parsimony: the simplest scientific explanation that fits the evidence is the most desirable, should use as few concepts as possible to explain the widest range of phenomenon 
E. Testability: must be testable by objective, repeatable evidence
1. Empirical falsification: open to evidence that may counter or disprove the hypothesis with negative findings, necessary in order to be testable
2. Theories may be untestable for several reasons:
a. Tautology: a statement or hypothesis that is true by definition or involves circular reasoning
b. Theory is so open-ended that any contradictory empirical evidence can be interpreted to support the theory 
c. Concepts not measurable by observable, objective and reportable events
F. Causality and Determinism
1. Correlation ≠ causation 
2. No criminological theory can meet traditional causation criteria of necessary and sufficient conditions 
3. Criminological theories better assessed by probabilistic concept of causality: presence of X renders occurrence of Y more probable
4. Probabilistic concept of causality suggests that human behavior is not completely determined by external forces nor entirely an outcome of free-will choices
5. Behavior best understood from middle ground of “soft determinism,” view increasingly adopted by criminological theorists
6. Soft determinism: allows for human agency and recognizes that various factors influence and limit actions, but leaves room for individual choices that cannot be entirely predicted 
G. Usefulness and Policy Implications 
1. Theories can be evaluated by usefulness in providing guidelines for effective social and CJ policy & practice 
2. The better the theory explains the problem, the better it can guide efforts to solve the problem
3. All policies, programs, etc are based on theory either implicitly or explicitly 
4. Utility and effectiveness are the standard in policy and practical application 
a. Success/failure of policies/programs cannot be used by itself to test theory
b. Theory often cannot be applied in its pure form to real world practice, must consider ethical, legal, moral issues, etc
c. Policies may be adopted for political/economic reasons and then theory used to justify it
H. Theory ≠ Ideology
1. Theories explain and produce testable hypotheses
2. Ideologies impose a value judgment 
3. Personal ideologies can drive acceptance/disagreement with various theories 
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I. What Is Theory?
A. Real situations, feelings, experiences, and human behavior
1. Asks:
a. Why?
b. By what process?
c. How does it work?
B. Helps make sense of known facts 
C. Can be used to test against new facts

II. Scientific Theories
A. Makes statements about the relationships between observable phenomena

III. Curran and Renzettie
A. “A theory is a set of interconnected statements or propositions that explain how two of more events or factors are related to one another.

IV. Criminological Theories
A. Abstract, but more complex that armchair ideas
B. Helps explain human behavior and society
C. Explains why/how people deviate from norms (social and legal)
D. Essential for criminal justice career

V. Edwin H. Sutherland
A. Criminology
1. “The study of the entire process of lawmaking, lawbreaking, and law enforcing”
2. Three Parts:
a. The making of the law
b. The enforcement of law
c. Explain differences in why people choose to commit or not commit criminal acts
B. Macro Theory
1. Addresses more wide ranged questions pertaining to differences across societies and major groups
C. Micro Level
1. Based on smaller groups or the differences of individuals 

VI. Common Way of Classifying Criminological Theories
A. Bypass micro or macro, 
B. Use many explanations ranging from smallest to the largest area of analysis

VII. Evaluation of Theories
A. Empirical validity
1. Verified or refuted
2. Supported by research evidence
B. Logical Consistency
1. Clearly defined concepts
2. Propositions that are stated logically and consistent
C. Scope
1. Range of phenomena
2. Degree that theory is limited on information or testing
D. Parsimony
1. How simple or concise the theory is
2. Easy explanation or one that is easier to understand than other options
3. Preferable in scientific circles
E. Testability
1. Using objective, repeatable evidence to test the theory
2. Must be able to test against empirical data or findings
3. Must be tested against empirical falsification
a. Should be open to evidence that might disprove the theory
F. Untestable evaluation
1. Due to tautology
a. True by definition or it involves circular reasoning
2. Open-ended propositions
a. Too many ways to prove or disapprove theory
b. Must be able to test theory as false 
3. Concepts that are not able to be measured by observable or reportable events
a. All concepts must be relatable in a logical and clear way

VIII. Concepts of Causality and Determinism
A. Traditional concept of causality
1. “X must precede and produce effect Y”
2. X must be a necessary and sufficient condition
a. Necessary condition
a. Without X, there will not be a Y
b. Sufficient Condition
a. Y occurs with the presence of X
c. Neither of these are met in a criminological theory
B. Probabilistic concept of causality
1. Used to assess empirical validity in criminological theories
2. Occurrence of X will probable make Y occur
3. Human behavior is not exactly free-will or determined by external forces
a. Behavior explained by soft determinism
a. Behavior driven by various factors and limited unpredictable free-will 
C. Direction of the relationship between a couple of correlated variables could be different than the theory specifies

IX. Quality of Empirical Tests of Theory 
A. Correctly specifies hypotheses
B. Measures all the main concept
C. Each concept measured more than one way
D. Use of correct and reliable measures to reflect
E. Test whether there are indirect or interaction effects
F. Looks at appropriate causal order and the shape of the relationships that are specified
G. Usage of well-selected samples of the subjects

X. Usefulness and Policy Implications
A. Better explanation, better effort to find solution
B. Guidelines of theory
1. Combination of theoretical strands that can be conflicting
C. Utility and effectiveness
1. Standards for policy and practical application
D. Can be used informally for families, peers, and communities
1. Has better impact than a formal policy
E. Must be shown to be work and perform as intended
F. Banded by ethical, legal, and moral standards
1. Fairness
2. Equity
3. Due Process
4. Appropriateness
G. Outcome evaluations
1. Does it produce change
H. Process evaluation
1. Documents implementation
a. Was it done right?

XI. Theory Verses Ideology
A. Theory
1. Generalization of concepts
2. Not a hypothesis, or assumption 
3. Analytical tool used to explain, understand, or make a prediction
4. Accounts for criminal behavior, does not speak to whether something should be criminal
B. Ideology
1. Not scientifically proven
2. Do not prove or disprove theoretical reasons for laws, or how they are enforced

XII. Emphasis on Empirical Validity and Application of Theories
A. Verification or Refutation by empirical research
1. Book will do the following:
a. Introduce the central concepts and propositions of criminological theories
b. Evaluate the empirical validity of these theories
c. Assess the application of these concepts and propositions to policies and programs.
I. What is theory?
A. A set of ideas formed from a scientific study explaining how two or more things are related to one another
a. Criminological Theory studies the causes of crime and criminal behavior

II. Types of Criminological Theories 
A. Edwin H. Sutherland (1947) defined criminology as the study of lawmaking, lawbreaking, and law enforcing
B. Theories of Making and Enforcing Criminal Law
1.  Answers how and why specific behavior and people are classified as criminals and treated like such
C. Theories of Criminal and Deviant Behavior: Why do/do not people commit crime and deviance?
1.  Macro (Structural) Theory: explains the wider range in question about differences in major groups; “in general” 
a. Emphasizes how the amount of crime among groups, classes and communities differ because of the variations in their social/cultural make-up
2.  Micro (Processual) Theory: focuses on a small group or individual differences; “specific”
a. Emphasizes crime is committed because of experiencing a certain life history, possessing a certain set of characteristics, or encountering a certain situation 
3.  Criminological Theories are classified as biological, psychological, social psychological, and sociological 

III. Criteria for Evaluating Theory 
A. Logical Consistency: requirement for a theory; has clearly defined concepts and its approach is clearly stated and understandable
B. Scope: variety of facts a theory attempts to explain 
C. Parsimony: simplicity; using few concepts to explain a wide range of facts 
D. Testability: theory must be testable. If not, then it has no scientific value.
1.  Empirical Falsification: evidence used to show a hypothesis is false/not testable with negative findings 
2.  Tautology: saying the same thing twice in two different ways; untestable
3.  Theory is untestable if:
a. Concepts are not measured by empirical evidence (observable and reportable events)
b. The proposals are so open ended that any inconsistent evidence can be interpreted or reinterpreted to support the theory
E. Empirical Validity: theory has supporting research evidence
1.  Concepts of Causality and Determinism 
a. Traditional Concept of Causality: one event adds to the production of another
b. Necessary Condition (Cause/X): condition is needed for an effect to occur 
c. Sufficient Condition (Effect/Y): set of circumstances that will produce the effect
d. Probabilistic Concept of Causality: uses probability to show the relationship between the cause and effect 
e. Soft Determinism (Matza, 1964): people have a choice of whether they will commit a crime regardless of inner self or outer influences
2.  Quality of Empirical Tests of Theory: 
a. Studies accurately measures the variables 
b. Correctly identifies the hypotheses
c. Measure all the main concepts
d. Use more than one measure of each concept
e. Use measures that correctly and consistently reflect the meaning of the concepts in theory 
F. Usefulness and Policy Implications 
1.  Outcome Evaluations: utilizes a trial design in using random people to experiment on with controlled conditions; most credible
2.  Process Evaluation: sees if the policy has been implemented as intended and with the proper participants as stated by the theory 
G. Theory and Ideology
1.  Theory: explains the behavior of criminals and the justice system 
2.  Ideology: argues the goals and purposes of the justice system
H. Emphasis on Empirical Validity and Application of Theories
1.  The most efficient, effective way of concluding if a theory can be proved or disproved with evidence/practical research

